
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Project Maunga newsletter. The newsletter is published regularly 
and available on the Taranaki DHB website www.tdhb.org.nz and on the staff 
intranet.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Project Maunga, the Redevelopment of Taranaki Base Hospital 
 
The redevelopment is progressing well, and will include six new operating theatres (an increase of 
two), ambulatory elective surgery and procedure services, paediatrics and a new inpatient ward 
block. The redevelopment will provide a more user friendly, modern and comfortable hospital. It will 
mean the DHB can meet the health needs of Taranaki to 2015 and beyond. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Front Entrance Design 
 
Warren and Mahoney 
Architects have been 
working on the detailed 
design package for the 
proposed entrance to the 
new hospital building. 
 
The design allows for a 
coffee cart, seating, waiting, 
reception, art and cultural 
considerations, way finding, 
a health promotion section, 
hours of operation for the 
reception desk, security, 
communications and a shop area. 
 
The permanent link, new entrance and lobby will be the last part of the new build as it will be 
located where the Stainton Block is. Demolition of the Stainton Block will take place before building 
the final part can begin. It is anticipated that construction of the link and new entrance will start mid 
2013 and be completed at the end 2013. 
 
The Project Team will keep staff informed as designs develop. If you have any queries or 
suggestions please email Kate George, Robyn Kemp, Ian Grant or Cathy Thomson or phone the 
Project Office on 753 8665. 
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Mobility Garden 
 

 
 
The two user groups who have seen the preliminary plans for the proposed mobility garden are 
impressed with the initial concept. 
 
Warren and Mahoney architect Alex Head presented plans to the Older People’s Health and 
Rehabilitation Service and Allied Health User Groups in November. Chris Fromont also attended 
as a representative for the Disability User Group. 
 
Chris and members of the user groups were excited and impressed with the concept and happy 
with the new location, to the right of the new entrance. The previous concept of having the mobility 
garden on the roof of the operating theatres was not feasible. 
 
The proposed garden will be divided into three areas with extensive landscaping. There will be an 
area where rehabilitation patients can be assessed in privacy. It will feature grass, concrete and 
gravel, along with steps, ramps and seating areas. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Infrastructure Update 
 
New Plymouth District Council contractors have partially shifted the Lyn Street water main from the 
eastern side of the hospital road to the western side. The work will be completed when the 
remaining part of the water main is altered and other services such as sewerage and storm water 
pipes, and car park lighting cables are installed. 
  
Powerco contractors have put in a new 11000 volt mains cable under the hospital back road. This 
replaces the old steel clad copper cable. The contractors also put a PVC pipe underground from 
the high voltage room to a spot adjacent to where the footprint of the new building will be. This duct 
will house another cable to supply power to the new building.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project Manager Looking Forward to Moving to Taranaki 
 
Resource Co-ordination Partnership (RCP) 
joined the Project Maunga Team in April as 
project managers for the design, 
procurement and construction phases of the 
new Acute Services Building.  
 
RCP has extensive healthcare experience, 
including the Auckland Hospital 
Redevelopment, Counties Manukau District 
Heath Board – Facilities Modernisation 
Project and Tauranga Hospital.  
 
Marcus Read is a key part of the RCP 
Project Management Team for Project 
Maunga, and will be the senior project 
manager based onsite during construction. After completing a Bachelor of Architecture Degree at 
the University of Auckland, he worked at RCP for 2 ½ years. 
 
Marcus and his wife Emma then moved to the UK and lived in London for 3 ½ years. While 
overseas, Marcus worked as a project manager and completed a MSc in Project Management.  
 
After living back in Christchurch for two years they are excited about moving to New Plymouth next 
year, with their boys aged one and three, and making the most of Taranaki’s lifestyle. 
 
Recently Marcus discovered he has an historic link with Taranaki. His great, great grandfather 
Edwin Stanley Brookes Jnr worked as a Government surveyor from 1874 to the late 1800s. In 
1892 he wrote a book about this experience called Frontier Life Taranaki NZ. 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Equipment Update 
 
The Project Team is trialing three major equipment items - pendants and LED lights for theatres, 
and ward sanitisers. 
 
District health board building projects around New Zealand are now building mock rooms.  It has 
been noted by other DHBs and consultants that the Project Maunga mock single bedroom with en-
suite has been constructed and finished to a very high standard. “We are extremely proud of this 
and credit is due to the Engineering team for all their hard work,” Equipment Coordinator Cathy 
Thomson says. 
  
Minor equipment trials are also occurring throughout the hospital. “We are extremely appreciative 
of the dedication undertaken from the wards involved and welcome any feedback – good and bad,” 
Cathy says. 
 
 



 

All enquiries can be directed to the Project Maunga office, 126D Tukapa Street, New Plymouth 
Telephone 06 753 8665, Facsimile 06 753 8674, Email project.maunga@tdhb.org.nz, Website www.tdhb.org.nz 
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Operating Theatre Mock Up 
 
 

 
 
A mock up operating theatre has been built for staff to get a sense of space and the placement of 
accessories in the new build. 
 
The room, in the old laundry, is also an opportunity for staff to evaluate major pieces of equipment, 
which includes surgical/anaesthetic pendants and a dual armed LED operating light. 
 
Other features such as digital x-ray viewing boxes, monitors, cupboards and windows are made 
from paper to show their placement. The room is the actual size of an operating theatre in the 
redevelopment.  
   
The Project Team has invited surgeons, anaesthetists and theatre staff to visit the mock operating 
theatre to assess the equipment and give feedback. The beginning of December will be the last 
chance to change the design without incurring major costs.  
 
The Project Maunga Team are in contact with other project equipment personal in various building 
projects around the country. They share information and prices of equipment, which is extremely 
helpful and is proving to be an advantage in cost and time. 
 
Staff wanting to visit the mock theatre can phone the Project Office on ext 8350 to arrange a time. 
 
 

 


