
Project Director and Hospital Services 
Representative take a walk 

On Wednesday, 7 March, Ian Grant, Project Director, 
and Steve Berendsen, Project Manager (Hospital 
Services) took a site tour with Chris Goldsbury, Project 
Manager Fletcher Construction. 

Level Four of the new building had its first slab pour on 
Friday, 2 March, so the trio were able to venture to the 
Level Four (Medical Wards) of the structure to check 
out the progress. 

Below are some photos from the day which highlight a 
couple of milestones in the project and set the scene 
for what will become a user friendly, modern and 
comfortable hospital. 

Welcome to the Project Maunga newsletter. The newsletter is published monthly and available on 
the Taranaki DHB website www.tdhb.org.nz and on the staff intranet. 
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Ian Grant, Chris Goldsbury and Steve Berendsen 
discuss the progress on site. 
The first part of the Theatre (Level One) roofing 
is installed. Once completed this will allow work to 
commence on the interior of the Theatre area. 
The first length of sprinkler piping is installed in 
Level One. 
The area for two bedroom ensuites is marked out 
before flooring slab is poured. 
Back view of the construction site. 
Aerial view of the construction site. The top right 
corner of this photo shows the begining of Level Four. 
The Theatre (Level One) roofing. It is designed 
like a zigzag so that it keeps the height of the roof 
low enough so that the view from Level Two is not 
blocked. 
The view from Level Three. This is what many of 
the patients will get to see from their bedrooms (when 
the sun is shining of course!)
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Signage and Wayfinding on track

Over the last six months the Project Maunga Team have been working with the project architects, Alex 
Head & Phil Grey from Warren & Mahoney, Christchurch, and Billy Reizner, the project interior design 
architect from Silver Thomas Hanley, Melbourne, on developing the design of the new signage for the new 
building. 
 
The challenge issued to the design team is to develop a signage and wayfinding system that is modern and 
refreshed but user friendly, making it easy for patients and visitors to find their way around the hospital.  

There will still be quite a lot of walking traffic between the new and existing hospital buildings, for 
example to and from Fulford Radiology, Cafe Revive, and Outpatients. While wanting to have a fresh 
design in the new building the new signage must also be able to be integrated into the existing signage that 
will remain on site.

A hospital user group has been developed to review and update the signage policy, which is expected to 
be approved in the next few months. Watch out for further updates on this in the newsletters and on the 
website. 

IT improving the way we do health

Information Technology (IT) development and its incorporation into clinical practice is one of the major 
drivers of change in the health system. 

With the future looking to eventually involve some form of a shared fully electronic medical record, the 
challenge is for us to ensure that our new building is enabled to accommodate all possible developments. 
Initially, this has involved ensuring the design process has allowed for sufficient and appropriate IT 
infrastructure including wiring and wireless capacity. 
 
The team are now exploring what electronic devices will best suit the needs of each work group and 
understand that the solution will vary for different work groups. For nurses using a computer to access an 
electronic prescription chart at the bed side, a big screen view is important. For some work groups moving 
between wards, portability is more important. If staff do a lot of typing, then an actual keyboard is preferable 
to a touch screen keyboard. 

Hospital Services Representative Steve Berendsen said, “we are having exploratory discussions with 
representatives of different work groups to better understand their needs”. Steve said they are also 
planning to support the use of different devices including personal devices such as iPhones, Androids, 
iPads, and tablets to interact with the hospital IT system while still addressing privacy and security issues. 

“At the same time, we remain mindful of work that is occurring regionally and nationally with the increased 
focus on achieving standardisation of systems to be used for a common purpose across all health settings,” 
said Steve. 

Paritutu Rock and the Tasman 
Sea - the view from Level Four.  


