
 

 

 

 
 
 
12 October 2022 
 
 

 

 
Re: Official Information Act 
 
I am responding on behalf of Te Whatu Ora Taranaki to your email of 3 October 2022.  You have asked the 
following: 
 
Please see the image below, which is a clipping from the web site of Fluoride Free NZ. 
 
This shows data for New Plymouth (orange dots) compared with aggregated data for Stratford and Hawera 
(blue dots) for the years 2011 to 2017.  The accompanying text identifies the source of the data as “official 
data obtained from the (former) Taranaki DHB”.  The text also makes it clear that the start date for the 
supplied data went back to at least 2009, included statistics for 5-year-olds, and other data such as caries-
free rates. 
 
I assumed “official data” meant an OIA response, but have looked through the list of OIA responses and in the 
Document Library without success. 
 
If in fact the data was in an OIA response, please could you supply me with it.  Note that I am asking only for 
the data, not for the OIA response itself, though if you prefer to supply this, that would be fine.   
 
Te Whatu Ora Taranaki can confirm a number of OIA requests made with regards to stats re DMFT and we 
have enclosed the data for your information.   
 
Please note: 

• Where there are 2 or less Maori/pacific islander children statistics, these have been combined 
together where possible 

• Te Whatu Ora Taranaki (previously know as Taranaki District Health Board) changed software used 
to collate this data and experienced data integrity concerns during 2010, because of this the data is 
likely flawed and has not been included. 

• Te Whatu Ora Taranaki include DMFT at examination, not after cessation   
 
I take note of your point that school location may not be the same as the location of the dental 
treatments.  The more general question is the proportions of treatments carried out by the Community Oral 
Health Service and by private dentists.  This would tend to blur the statistics as different diagnostic standards 
could exist.  Do you have any information or opinion on this?  I have seen mention that in earlier years such 
differences did exist. 
 
Te Whatu Ora Taranaki only has access to Community Oral Health’s data and we are unable to comment 
about treatments provided by dentists in the private sector.   
 

Continued… 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
However feedback from clinical staff at Te Whatu Ora based on their knowledge is that each private oral 
health practitioner offers treatment and advice commensurate with their training, knowledge, expertise, and 
the information they are presented with.  This means it would be possible for one practitioner to see a 
patient, review the radiographs and information and offer a set of management options, whilst another 
practitioner may see the same patient and offer slightly different clinical options, which are still clinically 
acceptable. 
  
Please note that this response, or an edited version of this response, may be published on the Te Whatu Ora 
Taranaki (www.tdhb.org.nz) website no less than one week after the response has been provided to you. Any 
personal or identifying information will be redacted from any response published online.  Te Whatu Ora 
Taranaki will endeavour to resolve any concerns you should raise but, subject to any legal grounds for 
withholding, ultimately reserves the right to publish any information. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Katy Sheffield 
Acting Chief Operating Officer 
Taranaki District 
 
Enc. 



YEAR 8 Patients

DMF Data Year 2009 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 107 41 30 15 10 5 2 4 3 1

Other 374 144 112 48 32 15 12 3 1 2 1

Pacific Islander 10 7

School Non Fluoride Maori 33 18 22 13 7 4 5 1 1 1 1

Other 205 82 92 117 84 25 60 21

Pacific Islander 3

DMF Data Year 2010 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori

Other

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori

Other

Pacific Islander

DMF Data Year 2011 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 113 57 45 19 12 15 5 4 1 1

Other 484 164 102 47 36 15 4 4 2 1

Pacific Islander 8 5 3

School Non Fluoride Maori 35 18 9 9 7 5 3 4 1

Other 170 68 41 24 9 11 3 2

Pacific Islander

DMF Data Year 2012 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 32 22 6 7 2 3 3 1 1

Other 138 43 19 15 13 2 1 1 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 126 53 40 20 10 4 3 5 1 1 1

Other 565 183 103 48 29 14 7 1 3 1 1

Pacific Islander 6 8

DMF Data Year 2013 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 34 18 9 2 5 1 2 1

Other 97 43 31 14 10 1 3 2

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 122 57 28 26 17 4 5 2 1 1

Other 529 179 74 39 21 7 7 1 2 1

Pacific Islander 11 6

DMF Data Year 2014 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 29 3 8 5 3 1 3 2 1

Other 112 29 19 13 11 7 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 107 40 31 20 7 4 4 1 1

Other 532 153 81 39 24 8 1 1

Pacific Islander 3

DMF Data Year 2015 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 25 17 10 4 1 1 1

Other 128 31 23 12 6 2 1 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 121 50 23 16 3 1 1 1

Other 555 117 69 30 22 5 2 1

Pacific Islander 10 4 4

DMF Data Year 2016 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 38 24 5 4 2

Other 125 28 22 13 5 1 2 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 157 61 35 11 7 4 5 4 2 1 1

Other 552 124 52 31 12 4 2 1 1

Pacific Islander 18 7

DMFT Data Year 2017 DMFT

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

School Fluoride Maori 33 9 9 5 4 2 2

 Other 127 23 19 9 8 1

 Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 129 39 18 9 12 3 4 1

 Other 632 129 61 24 15 3 1 1 1 3

Pacific Islander 8 4 3

 



5 Year Old Patients

dmft Data Year 2009 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 103 51 48 27 36 18 16 8 8 2 4 2 3 1

Other 391 83 55 33 23 15 20 9 12 4 4 2 2

Pacific Islander 4 3 3

School Non Fluoride Maori 44 31 26 17 23 7 8 12 1 1 2 2

Other 252 53 41 30 24 16 11 5 9 5 1 3

Pacific Islander

dmft Data Year 2010 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori

Other

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori

Other

Pacific Islander

dmft Data Year 2011 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 88 20 19 20 19 12 15 14 13 7 7 6 7 1 3 1 1 1

Other 514 69 57 44 24 11 18 6 11 9 10 3 5 4 1 1

Pacific Islander 6 3 3

School Non Fluoride Maori 31 6 15 8 8 8 4 1 7 4 3 1 2 1

Other 203 38 20 16 16 16 9 14 8 1 3 3 1 1 1

Pacific Islander

dmft Data Year 2012 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 22 19 8 6 10 2 5 7 8 1 7 1 4 2

Other 148 15 25 11 11 9 11 4 6 6 6 2 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 133 36 31 24 22 27 20 12 14 6 7 11 5 5 1 1 1 1

Other 587 102 88 57 40 27 25 17 17 7 5 2 11 4 2

Pacific Islander 13 4 5 3 3

dmft Data Year 2013 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 23 4 5 5 6 6 4 1 3 1 2 2 1 1 1

Other 92 21 15 5 7 4 8 2 6 2 2 1 1 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 100 30 21 12 12 13 16 9 15 5 5 3 2 3 1 1

Other 603 104 72 39 34 17 19 20 5 9 5 6 6 2 4 1

Pacific Islander 6

dmft Data Year 2014 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 30 4 12 4 6 5 4 2 4 1 2 1 1

Other 117 23 16 5 5 2 3 6 7 3 2 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 123 31 36 22 13 20 13 15 15 4 9 3 2

Other 731 90 80 50 37 18 11 9 17 11 10 2 7 1 1

Pacific Islander 9 3



dmft Data Year 2015 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 25 6 9 9 4 3 6 5 1 1

Other 113 17 14 10 7 1 5 2 3 1 1 1 1

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 116 26 29 18 16 13 8 6 18 10 5 5 2 4 1

Other 649 87 55 22 28 18 17 12 6 5 1 3 6 1 2

Pacific Islander 12 3 3

dmft Data Year 2016 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 30 13 9 11 6 2 2 1 9 2 2 3

Other 104 19 9 5 3 1 3 3 1 1 1 1 2

Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 182 36 44 33 19 20 15 11 12 10 8 6 4 8 1 1 1

Other 559 58 60 22 19 11 9 7 17 4 4 2 2 3

Pacific Islander 6

dmft Data Year 2017 dmft

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

School Fluoride Maori 33 7 2 5 10 2 6 7 4 1 1 1

 Other 102 16 6 8 5 5 3 1 1 2 1 1 1

 Pacific Islander

School Non Fluoride Maori 91 26 34 20 17 26 21 14 14 4 5 4 4 6 1 2 1

 Other 529 74 60 41 29 20 16 19 18 7 10 6 6 1 3 2

Pacific Islander 7 3

 


